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THE JOSIAH ALLEN-LUCY MARTIN MATHEWS HOUSE 

A Brief History 

 

 J. L. M. Curry, the Alabamian chosen by his state to be the subject of a statue in Congress 
(and who is to be joined by Helen Keller), saw the significance of the homes of early settlers like 
the one built by Josiah and Lucy Martin Mathews. Writing in 1851 when the Alabama Historical 
Society was being formed, he noted that European history had been “the chronicle of births and 
deaths of royal personages, of sieges and battles, of treaties and intrigues” and devoted to “the 
privileged order.” Curry urged Alabama to preserve the history of everyday people, of their 
manners and customs, of the wages and food of those who labored, and of popular life where it 
could be preserved. The pioneer generation, Curry wrote, should be remembered for “privations 
endured, tracks of wilderness explored…families supported…wars conducted…governments 
established, cities built, and school/meeting houses constructed.” The Mathews’ house is a prime 
example of how these yeoman pioneers actually lived. 
 
 Josiah Allen Mathews (b. 1803) was the son of Lewis Mathews and Nancy Allen, who 
lived in the Edgefield District of South Carolina. Nancy’s brother, Drury Allen, another early 
settler, preceded Josiah to Clarke County. Lewis was the son of Revolutionary War veteran, 
Isaac Mathews Jr. The Mathews family began arriving from Wales in the first half of the seven-
teenth century, settling first in Virginia. Like most Clarke County pioneers, the Mathews family 
gradually migrated through the Carolinas and Georgia before getting to Alabama. Their home 
was also a point of origin for Mathews’ relatives, among others: the Bolen-Gilmores, Bumperses, 
Hallfords, Hearns, Hickses, McMullens, Payne-Wilsons, Postells, Richardsons, Tarletons, 
Taylors, and Walkers. These have produced new generations of cousins: Ackermans, Averettes, 
Bells, Bennetts, Braswells, Browns, Burges, Calderones, Cheeks, Cresons, Currys, Dortches, 
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Dubias, Eaneses, Englishes, Finleys, Haynies, Heegaards, Henleys, Henrys, Hesters, Holmans, 
Joneses, Kernses, Kilpatricks, Lambs, Mans, McGees, McMasters, Mills, Millers, O’Boyles, 
Parrishes, Pendletons, Powells, Pringles, Pullens, Smiths, Sperrys, Stokes, Sykes, Wards, 
Watsons, and Windhams. The house is much more than just the Mathews’ house now. 

 In 1821, Josiah Allen Mathews married Lucy Martin (b. 1805), daughter of Joshua and 
Celia Posey Martin. Celia came to Clarke County from Edgefield District, South Carolina, after 
her husband, a veteran of the Revolution, died. She may have followed her children. Daughter 
Elizabeth had married Elijah Chapman, and they moved to Clarke County in 1809. 
 

Josiah and Lucy Mathews’ second son, David, born in the Edgefield District in 1826, and 
younger children, Nancy Celia and Elizabeth traveled with them to Alabama. In 1830, according 
to census records, they stopped briefly in Pike County, Georgia. A daughter, Lucy, was born in 
Clarke County in 1834, and Josiah’s deeds to lands are dated 1835, the year another child, 
Josiah, arrived. So their house was probably built by or before then. In 1840, Josiah and Lucy 
had 13 family members living in their small home, and there were also 2 young boys who were 
slaves. The Mathews’ children were Emaline Eleanor, Frances Posey, Mary, Axeth, Elijah 
(Lige), Marion, Amanda, and John, the baby born in 1845 or 1846. 
 
 In 1859, Josiah died of heart failure. Family legend has it that his daughter, Emaline 
Eleanor/Ellenor, cared for him, and Josiah lived with her. Some say that she inherited the house 
because of her dedication to her father. She is also said to have married Monroe Hallford, but she 
didn’t. Her niece, Josiah’s granddaughter and David’s oldest, Eleanor (Ellen) Elizabeth (b. 
1848), who was 11 when her grandfather died, married Monroe (A.M.) Hallford and inherited 
the house. 
 
 On August 14, 1873, Ellen Mathews, then 25, and Monroe Hallford were wed in the 
home of Ellen’s mother, Rebecca Waldrum Mathews (widow of David Mathews who died in 
1867). Her house was located west of the Mathews Cemetery. (Troy Moore later acquired that 
property.) Two of Rebecca and David’s children, James Waldrum Mathews (Ellen’s younger 
brother) and Celia Ann Mathews McMullen (Ellen’s sister) were witnesses at the ceremony. The 
new couple took up residence in the “old home place.” By then the house seems to have been 
moved from its original location east of the Mathews Cemetery about one-half mile west along 
the Cemetery Road. Just why the house was moved remains a mystery; the only clue being in a 
letter from cousin Robert Hicks who said that the new site was where “Uncle Jim used to live.” 
 
 According to Lucy Oliver Dortch and her son Bill, who sold the Mathews house to the 
Clarke County Historical Society in 2005, the Hallfords had four daughters. Daisy Dean married 
J. E. Allen; Linnie Lucas married R. L. Odum; Zillah Eveline married R. H. Oliver, and Minnie 
Lee never married. Zillah and R. H. Oliver’s daughter, Lucy, was reared by Minnie when Zillah 
died. Lucy, only 26 days old at the time, lived in the house thereafter. She is responsible for it 
surviving over 170 years. 
 
 The Mathews family consisted of small farmers of modest means. Lucy Mathews is listed 
in the 1860 census as having $600 in real estate and $2,200 in personal property. Son David/ 
David Mathews was a farmer that year with real estate of $1,250 and personal property of 
$2,150. 
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 By 1865, the house had given five men to the Confederate Army (most in the 32nd and 
34th Alabama Regiments). These were Josiah and Lucy’s sons: David, Elijah, Marion, Josiah 
(Joe), and young John, who was in his early teens. The families were impoverished after the war, 
and both Elijah’s and David’s were among the indigent receiving rations of corn and salt. In 
January 1865, Lucy was listed as a dependent of Elijah. 
 
 Although presumed to have died in the Rock Island federal prison along with many other 
soldiers captured at Missionary Ridge, Tennessee, David Mathews surprised everyone when he 
walked up the road from Mobile to his home long after the Civil War was over. His son, James 
Waldrum Mathews, who was 13, is said to have run across the creek and up the hill to his grand-
mother Lucy’s home (about a mile) shouting “Pa’s home.” This story suggests that the house was 
still by the Cemetery. (The Cemetery, by the way, was chosen as the site for Josiah’s grave 
because he loved to go to the brow of the hill and call his hogs up from the branch below.) After 
returning from the war, David had a quarrel with his mother, Lucy, who eventually left with son 
John and other children to resettle in Texas, where Lucy died in 1879. It is not likely that the 
house was moved until that migration. The date 1873 was carved into one of the chimney bricks, 
and that would seem a possible time for the relocation because it coincides with the Hallford 
wedding. 
 
 Though sparsely settled now, the neighborhood around the Mathews Cemetery bustled 
with families in adjoining tracts during the pioneer era. The Greens lived just south of the 
Mathews and married into the family before joining the migration to Texas. The Bitticks, Coxes, 
and other families sprang from those unions. Celia Martin, Lucy Mathews’ mother, lived just to 
the north.  
 

Tombstones in the Cemetery testify to other neighbors: the Carmichaels, Finneys, 
Hudsons, Joneses, McLeods, McMullens, McVays, Moores, Morgans, Peavys, Porters, 
Stallworths, and Summers. Elijah and Celia Chapmans’ son, Giles, and his wife Axaeth/Achsah 
Pugh Robinson lived in the vicinity and are buried there. And Matilda Chapman Waite, Celia’s 
great-granddaughter, wife of W. H. F. Waite, is near them. So are Matilda’s father, John 
Chapman, and wife, Alvira Robinson.  
 

Doubtless many of the people who now rest under the ancient cedars of the Cemetery 
once sat on the wide porch of the Mathews house (which rested on a single sill of over 50 feet of 
heart pine). Or they warmed themselves by fires in the two limestone chimneys that served the 
main rooms. To walk those floorboards today is to walk across Clarke County’s history. 
 


